
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening 
Opinion 

 

Hampstead Neighbourhood Plan Revised Draft (Regulation 14) 
January 2024 

 

 

Prepared by: 

London Borough of Camden 

March 2024 

 



 

Contents 
 
1.  Introduction       
2. Vision, objectives and priorities of the Plan  
3. Assessment       
4. Final Screening outcome and responses from consultation bodies  
 

    



1. Introduction 
 
1.1.  A neighbourhood plan may require a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) to comply with European Directive 2001/42/EC “on the assessment 
of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment”. The 
European Directive is transposed into law by the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the 
Regulations).  Under Article 3(3) and 3(4) of the SEA Directive, SEA is 
required for plans and programmes which “determine the use of small 
areas at a local level and minor modifications to plans and programmes” 
where they are determined to be likely to have significant environmental 
effects.  

 
1.2. It is the Council’s responsibility to identify whether an SEA should be 

undertaken on a neighbourhood plan. This is determined through an SEA 
screening exercise (see table below).  

 
1.3. There is no legal requirement for a neighbourhood plan to have a 

Sustainability Appraisal (SA), as set out in section 19 of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act.   

  
1.4. The screening process is based upon consideration of standard criteria in 

Annex II of the Directive to determine whether the plan is likely to have 
“significant environmental effects”. The result of the Council’s screening 
process is detailed in this screening statement.  

 
1.5. A draft revised Plan (Regulation 14) dated January 2024 has been 

produced by Hampstead Neighbourhood Forum. The draft proposes 
revisions to certain policies in the adopted Neighbourhood Plan 2018 and 
incorporates two new policies. This is the version that the Council has 
undertaken an SEA screening assessment of, and which has been issued 
for public consultation in the neighbourhood area. This formal period of 
consultation closed on 28 February 2024. The Council has considered the 
Plan’s policies and determined that the Hampstead Neighbourhood Plan is 
unlikely to have significant environmental effects.   

 
1.6. This screening report incorporates the responses provided by the statutory 

consultation bodies (Historic England, Natural England and the 
Environment Agency).     



2. Vision, objectives and policy priorities of the plan 

2.1. The stated vision of the draft Hampstead Neighbourhood Development 
Plan is:  
 
“Our vision is to conserve and foster Hampstead’s charm and liveability by 
protecting the distinctive character of buildings and open spaces, the 
Heath, healthy living, community spirit and the local economy, while also 
increasing sustainability, mitigating climate change and enhancing the 
natural environment.” 

 
2.2 The “main aims” of the Neighbourhood Plan are:  

 
To ensure that Hampstead is:  

 
• Lively and contemporary, while safeguarding the fine heritage of streets 

and buildings; 
• Promoting sustainability and energy efficiency, in order both to mitigate 

and adapt to climate emergency; 
• Enduringly green, with the Heath, open spaces, trees and landscapes 

well protected; 
• Safe and walkable, with good public transport and alternatives to use of 

cars; 
• Business-friendly – to meet needs of residents, workers and visitors and 

back local enterprise; 
• A community with good amenities, a sense of belonging and mutual 

support. 
 
2.3 The ‘original’ Hampstead Neighbourhood Plan was formally ‘made’ 

(adopted) by Camden Council in October 2018. The draft published by 
the Forum in January 2024 is a partial revision of the adopted Plan. The 
amendments respond to changing circumstances, including the 
introduction of Use Class E in 2020.  The review has also been prompted 
by the Forum’s desire to strengthen and expand the environmental 
provisions in the Plan, as explained on their website: 

“…the accelerating climate crisis demands new technologies that reduce 
consumption of fossil fuels, such as solar power and heat pumps. The 
idea behind our new proposals on sustainable design is to encourage 
such energy-saving measures while protecting the important heritage of 
Hampstead’s Victorian houses. 

New construction is very damaging to air quality. So the revised Plan 
encourages adaptation of existing houses rather than replacing them with 
new ones. However, refurbishment projects too can be very disruptive to 
neighbours, especially in our dense, hilly and narrow streets. Therefore, 
we are proposing new policies that will require builders to be more 
considerate. 



In addition, we seek to build the innovative ‘biodiversity corridors’ 
designated in the existing Plan into a biodiversity network with fewer 
barriers to flora and fauna moving through the area, especially around 
the fringes of Hampstead Heath.” 

2.4  The table below has been prepared by Camden Officers and summarises 
the main changes to policies in the adopted Plan.   

Name of policy Description of change to adopted Plan 
DH1: Design  Additional requirement to demonstrate how proposals 

will help to mitigate climate change; how development 
will respond positively to gaps between buildings and 
to existing rooflines  

Seeks to maintain gaps between buildings where they 
provide glimpses of back gardens or locally important 
views  

New requirements for dormer windows 
DH2: Conservation 
areas and listed 
buildings 

No significant changes  

DH3: Sustainable 
Development, new 
policy  

Sets out requirements relating to the retrofitting of 
existing buildings, net zero carbon development, use of 
sustainable materials and sustainable design 

DH4: Clean and 
considerate 
construction, new 
policy 

Seeks to reduce the impact of construction activities on 
neighbours and the environment by encouraging off-
site/ modular construction; submission of 
information/details to the Council to ensure impacts are 
appropriately addressed; use of Considerate 
Constructors’ accreditation and keeping the highway 
free of obstruction/rubbish 

DH5: The urban realm Additional support for various greening and 
sustainability measures in the public realm  

NE1: Supporting 
biodiversity and 
mitigating climate 
change  

Sets out a variety of ways in which gains (10%) for 
biodiversity can be realised 

Requirements for providing green gaps/buffers for the 
movement of wildlife, including in residential gardens 

NE2: Ecological 
networks and 
biodiversity corridors 

Sets out further detail on how corridors will be 
protected and enhanced  

NE3: Local green 
spaces 

Largely unchanged; includes reference to protecting 
the setting/ fringes of Hampstead Heath  

NE4: Trees Additional reference to the planting of street trees  



BA1: Local 
requirements for 
Basement Impact 
Assessments and 
mitigation 

Additional reference to assessing cumulative impacts 
(ground movement and hydrogeology) 

Requirement for biodiversity measures to offset impact 
of construction on gardens 

BA2: Basement 
Construction Plans and 
monitoring 

Additional reference to movement and vibration 
monitoring during excavation works 

BA3: Local 
Requirements for 
Construction 
Management Plans 
(CMP) 

No significant changes  

EC1: Healthy retail mix Minor changes to reflect introduction of Use Class E  

Promotes creation of hubs for community-related and 
cultural activities (as per the LB Camden Future High 
Streets Prospectus)  

EC2: Contributing 
positively to the retail 
environment 

Additional requirement for lighting of shopfronts to be 
minimised and in doing so have regard to impacts on 
wildlife 

HC1: Housing mix Additional support for the role of Community Land 
Trusts in providing affordable housing 

HC2: Community 
facilities 

Additional support for proposals facilitating cultural 
activities 

The Plan provides guidance for two strategic sites – 
Queen Mary’s House and Royal Mail Delivery Office, 
Shepherds Walk - in the context of allocations set out 
in the draft new Camden Local Plan 

HC3: Enhancing street 
life through the public 
realm 

No significant changes 

 
 

3. Assessment 

3.1. The ‘responsible authority’ (London Borough of Camden) must determine 
whether a plan or programme, in this case the revised draft Hampstead 
Neighbourhood Development Plan, is likely to have significant 
environmental effects with reference to the criteria specified in Schedule 1 
of the Regulations.  
 

3.2. These criteria are set out in the table below, along with consideration of 
the likely impact of the Neighbourhood Plan against each. 

 



SEA Directive 
criteria 

Comments Likely 
Significant  
Effects? 

Characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular to: 
1a) The degree to 
which the plan or 
programme sets 
a framework for 
projects and 
other activities, 
either with regard 
to the location, 
nature, size and 
operating 
conditions or by 
allocating 
resources  

 

The Neighbourhood Plan must have regard 
to national policy and be in general 
conformity with the strategic policies of the 
boroughs (one of the ‘Basic Conditions’ 
neighbourhood plans are tested against) 
 
The draft Neighbourhood Plan, if adopted, 
would form part of the statutory Development 
Plan for the borough and as such contribute 
to the framework for future projects and 
activities in the Neighbourhood Area 
 
The Plan does not allocate sites for 
development or address issues outside of 
those already assessed in the Council’s Local 
Plan SAs (which incorporated SEA) and as 
such is not considered to have significant 
effects in this regard  
 
As stated above, the revised Neighbourhood 
Plan sets out guidance for two Strategic 
Sites. This is set in the context of site 
allocations in the draft new Camden Local 
Plan for which a full SEA is being undertaken. 
[The role of these sites was also considered 
through the SEA for the Camden Draft Site 
Allocations Local Plan published in 2020 and 
2021/22; these allocations have subsequently 
been incorporated into the draft new Local 
Plan]  
 

No 

1b) The degree to 
which the plan or 
programme 
influences other 
plans and 
programmes 
including those in 
a hierarchy  

 

The Neighbourhood Plan must be consistent 
with the National Planning Policy Framework 
and in general conformity with the respective 
Council’s strategic policies 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan may form the 
context for, and influence, other documents 
for this area. However, it is considered the 
extent of impact is unlikely to be significant in 
this regard due to the general conformity with 
the documents mentioned. Any plans or 
programmes considering the Neighbourhood 
Plan may themselves be subject to a 
separate consideration of the requirement for 
SEA 

No 



1c) The 
relevance of the 
plan or 
programme for 
the integration of 
environmental 
considerations in 
particular with a 
view to promoting 
sustainable 
development  

 

The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to make a 
positive contribution to the three dimensions 
of sustainable development (social, economic 
and environmental). The Plan’s policies have 
sought to achieve social, economic and 
environmental gains simultaneously 
 
The revised draft Neighbourhood Plan aims 
to strengthen and expand policy requirements 
and expectations relating to climate change, 
the circular economy and biodiversity  
 
The draft revised Plan retains coverage of a 
wide range of matters, as set out in the 2018 
adopted document, including support for the 
area’s Town and Neighbourhood Centre, 
promotion of public realm/environmental 
improvement measures, support for 
community facilities, and the management of 
impacts on residents’ and the local area from 
construction 
 

No 

1d) 
Environmental 
problems relevant 
to the plan or 
programme  

 

The Plan takes a positive approach to the 
environment. It encourages the retrofitting of 
buildings (the re-use of existing building, their 
fabric/materials), improving energy efficiency 
and living conditions and use of sustainable 
design approaches 
 
The Plan sets targets for emissions in the 
context of policies in the adopted London 
Plan 2021 and sets out evidence that 
planning applications will in some cases be 
expected to provide to the Council, such as 
Whole Life Carbon Assessments   
 
The revisions to the Neighbourhood Plan 
identify possible ways in which biodiversity 
net gains can be delivered and seek the 
provision, safeguarding and enhancement of 
wildlife corridors to enable the movement of 
wildlife 
 
The Plan retains policies in the 2018 Plan to 
protect local green spaces and trees. 
Potential impacts from development on 
biodiversity, gardens and trees are identified, 
e.g. light pollution and excavation and 
disturbance from basement construction  
 

No 



Overall, it is considered that the Plan’s 
policies will, on implementation, have 
beneficial effects 
 
These effects are not considered to extend 
significantly beyond existing issues and 
policies in the Camden Local Plan and thus 
do not require testing through SEA. The Plan 
also responds to policies supporting circular 
economy practices and reductions in carbon 
emissions in the adopted London Plan 
 

1e) The 
relevance of the 
plan or 
programme for 
the 
implementation of 
Community 
legislation on the 
environment (e.g. 
plans and 
programmes 
linked to waste-
management or 
water protection)  
 

The neighbourhood plan is not directly 
relevant to the implementation of community 
legislation on the environment 

No 

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having 
regard, in particular, to: 
2a) The probability, 
duration, frequency 
and reversibility of 
the effects  
 

The policy approaches are not considered 
to extend significantly beyond the Council’s 
policies which have been subject to SEA 
 

No 

2b) The cumulative 
nature of the effects  

Cumulative effects occur where the 
outcome of one or more policies, when put 
together, have a significant combined 
effect. 
 
The draft Plan does not allocate sites for 
development nor do the policies extend 
significantly beyond those already subject 
to SEA in the Council’s Local Plan  
 

No 

2c) The trans-
boundary nature of 
the effects  
 

There are no significant trans-boundary 
effects arising from the Neighbourhood 
Plan 

No 

2d) The risks to 
human health or the 

There are unlikely to be risks to human 
health or the environment arising from the 

No 



environment (e.g. 
due to accidents)  
 

Plan. The policies through promoting 
greening of the built environment and 
active travel modes (walking and cycling) 
are likely to assist in improving health 
outcomes 
 

2e) The magnitude 
and spatial extent of 
the effects 
(geographical area 
and size of the 
population likely to 
be affected)  
 

The Plan will apply to new development in 
the neighbourhood plan area 
 
The area covered by this Plan includes 
Hampstead Town ward and a significant 
part of Frognal and Fitzjohns ward. It 
includes most of Hampstead Heath and a 
small part of Gospel Oak ward. It does not 
include Church Row and Perrin’s Walk 
 
The Plan Area contains about 10,600 
residents in about 4,800 households 

No 

2f) The value and 
vulnerability of the 
area likely to be 
affected due to:  
i) special natural 
characteristics or 
cultural heritage  
ii) exceeded 
environmental 
quality standards or 
limit values  
iii) intensive land-
use  

Camden Local Plan policies relating to 
town centres, parks and open spaces, 
design, basements, transport, construction 
management and environmental protection 
will apply alongside the Neighbourhood 
Plan 
 
The policies in the draft Neighbourhood 
Plan are not considered to step 
significantly beyond the intentions of 
adopted London or local policy.  The extent 
of possible effects is not considered 
sufficient to warrant SEA as these have 
already been subject to SEA in the 
Council’s Local Plan 
 

No 
  

2g) The effects on 
areas or landscapes 
which have a 
recognised national, 
Community or 
international 
protection status  

There is a Site Special Scientific Interest 
designated within part of Hampstead 
Heath. The policies in the neighbourhood 
plan are unlikely to give rise to any adverse 
impacts on the site’s conservation. The 
Plan specifically acknowledges the 
importance of the fringes/setting of the 
Heath and includes various measures 
intended to support wildlife 
 

No 

 



4. Final Screening outcome 

4.1. The screening assessment has identified that the draft Hampstead 
Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to give rise to significant environmental 
effects. On this basis, no SEA needs to be undertaken.   

 
4.2. The Council has consulted the following statutory consultation bodies, 

specified in the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004 (Section 9): 
 Natural England; 
 Historic England; and  
 Environment Agency. 

4.3. The responses received from the statutory bodies are attached below. 
They concur with the Council’s opinion that a full SEA is not required in 
this instance. Regarding the EA’s response, the latest data on relative 
flood risk in Camden and location of aquifers and Source Protection Zones 
is set out in the Council’s new Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, part of 
the evidence base for the Draft New Local Plan. The adopted and 
emerging Local Plan has policies dealing with all forms of flood risk in the 
Borough. Natural England’s comments refer to engagement with various 
parties. The Council’s Nature Conservation Officer and the City of London 
Corporation (as manager of Hampstead Heath) are being engaged as part 
of the relevant consultation processes for amending the Neighbourhood 
Plan. More widely, they are consultees for allocations in Camden’s Draft 
New Local Plan and in the event of other significant (‘windfall’) sites 
coming forward for development in the plan area, will be involved at 
planning application stage in line with LB Camden’s consultation 
procedures.  
  

4.4. This Screening Opinion, including the consultation body responses, are 
being shared with the Hampstead Neighbourhood Forum.   

https://www.camden.gov.uk/evidence


Response from The Environment Agency 27 February 2024  
 

 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Response from Historic England, 26 February 2024 
 

 
 

  



Response from Natural England  21 March 2024 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 


