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Updated contact information supporting video.

BWF-CERTIFIRE has become the Fire Door Alliance (FDA)

Information on the FDA is available at https://firedoors.bwf.org.uk/

https://firedoors.bwf.org.uk/


The Building Regulations
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The Building Regulations

Requirement B1

Means of warning and escape

B1. The building shall be designed and constructed so that there are appropriate 
provisions for the early warning of fire, and appropriate means of escape in case 
of fire from the building to a place of safety outside the building capable of being 
safely and effectively used at all material times.



The Building Regulations

In the Secretary of State’s view, requirement B1 is met by achieving all of the following.

a. There are sufficient means for giving early warning of fire to people in the building.

b. All people can escape to a place of safety without external assistance.

c. Escape routes are suitably located, sufficient in number and of adequate capacity.

d. Where necessary, escape routes are sufficiently protected from the effects of fire and smoke.

e. Escape routes are adequately lit and exits are suitably signed.



The Building Regulations

In the Secretary of State’s view, requirement B1 is met by achieving all of the following.

f. There are appropriate provisions to limit the ingress of smoke to the escape routes, or to
   restrict the spread of fire and remove smoke.

g. For buildings containing flats, there are appropriate provisions to support a stay put evacuation
    strategy.

The extent to which any of these measures are necessary is dependent on the use of the building,
its size and its height.

Building work and material changes of use subject to requirement B1 include both new and 
existing buildings.



Fire Safety Legislation
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Fire Safety Legislation

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/med
ia/6538e73fd10f3500139a68d0/Fire+safety+
responsibilities+under+Section+156+of+the+
Building+Safety+Act+2022.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6538e73fd10f3500139a68d0/Fire+safety+responsibilities+under+Section+156+of+the+Building+Safety+Act+2022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6538e73fd10f3500139a68d0/Fire+safety+responsibilities+under+Section+156+of+the+Building+Safety+Act+2022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6538e73fd10f3500139a68d0/Fire+safety+responsibilities+under+Section+156+of+the+Building+Safety+Act+2022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6538e73fd10f3500139a68d0/Fire+safety+responsibilities+under+Section+156+of+the+Building+Safety+Act+2022.pdf


Fire Safety Legislation
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Fire Safety Legislation
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Fire Safety Legislation

Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022 – Regulation 10

(1) The responsible person, in relation to a building which contains two or more sets of domestic premises 
and which contains common parts through which residents would need to evacuate in the case of an 
emergency, must provide the required information about fire doors to the residents of the building.

(2) The required information referred to in paragraph (1) is information to the effect that

 (a) fire doors should be kept shut when not in use;

 (b) residents or their guests should not tamper with the self-closing devices; and

 (c) residents should report any faults or damages with doors immediately to the responsible 
     person;



Fire Safety Legislation

Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022 – Regulation 10

(3) The required information must be provided by the responsible person—

 (a) to a new resident of domestic premises in the building, as soon as reasonably practicable after 
     that resident moves into the premises; and

 (b) to all residents of domestic premises within the building, within each period of 12 months 
     beginning with the date these Regulations come into force. [23rd January 2023]

(4) The responsible person, in relation to a building which contains two or more sets of domestic premises 
and which is above 11 metres in height, must use best endeavours to undertake checks of fire doors at the 
entrances of individual domestic premises in the building at least every 12 months.



Fire Safety Legislation

Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022 – Regulation 10

(5) The responsible person must keep a record of the steps taken to comply with the obligation in 
paragraph (4) including in any case where access to the domestic premises was not granted during any 12 
month period, the steps taken by the responsible person to try and gain access.

(6) The responsible person in relation to a building which contains two or more sets of domestic premises 
and which is above 11 metres in height, must undertake checks of any fire doors in communal areas of the 
building at least every 3 months.

(7) The checks required by paragraphs (4) and (6) must include ensuring that the self-closing devices for 
the doors are working.

(8) For the purposes of this regulation, height measurement of a building is to be calculated to the height 
to the top storey in accordance with regulation 3(2)(a).



Housing Legislation
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Housing Legislation

Housing Health and Safety Rating System

The assessment should include both the likelihood of a fire starting, and, once started, how likely it is the 
fire will go undetected and spread.

The severity of harm suffered will depend on how quickly a fire can spread, and how soon it is detected 
and occupiers made aware of it. If a fire goes undetected, and spreads quickly, then the severity of harm 
will be worse. The majority of fires are detected and extinguished without injury being incurred.

The means of escape from fire is particularly relevant to the spread of harm. If the means of escape allows 
quick and easy exit from the accommodation, then there will probably be less severe harm, than if the 
escape from fire is more difficult. Travel distance from the accommodation to the final exit is relevant, as is 
the compartmentalisation of the means of escape to prevent ingress of smoke and flame.
Emergency lighting will increase the speed of exit, whereas a steep and awkward
staircase will impede it.



Housing Legislation

Housing Health and Safety Rating System

For dwellings in multi-occupied buildings, the assessment is made for each individual dwelling (including 
the associated shared rooms and areas, if any). This means that different hazard ratings can be expected 
for dwellings within the same building depending on the location of the dwelling unit within the building, 
and any deficiencies to the individual dwelling. For example, a bedsit on the ground floor close to the final
exit from the building would not be assessed the same as a bedsit on the third floor, where the means of 
escape is the internal staircase, and both bedsitting rooms are identical apart from location – the spread of 
harms would be more severe for a victim in the third storey bedsit because there will be a greater distance 
of travel to safety than from the ground floor bedsit. Similarly, differences may be because 90% of fires do 
not spread beyond the room in which they start.

Assessment of each individual dwelling within a multi-occupied building should include consideration of the 
common parts.



Grenfell Tower Enquiry

Phase 2 Report, Volume 3, Part 4

Chapter 40 
The replacement of entrance doors

Chapter 41
Inspection and maintenance of 
entrance doors

https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/sites/def
ault/files/CCS0923434692-
004_GTI%20Phase%202%20Volume%203_BOOK
MARKED_0.pdf 
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Grenfell Tower Enquiry

Expert Witness Reports

Prof. Luke Bisby
The University of Edinburgh
School of Engineering

Dr Barbera Lane
Ove Arup and Partners Limited

Prof. Jose Torero
Torero, Abecassis Empis and 
Cowlard Ltd.



Grenfell Tower Enquiry

Expert Witness Reports

The doors used to replace the flat entrance doors did not match the fire test evidence 
provided to support them.

No evidence was presented in support of the smoke control of the fire doors

The automatic closing devices (fire door closers) fitted to the flat entrance doors were 
often damaged or removed.

The assessment of the flat entrance doors under the fire safety risk assessment was 
inadequate.

 



Flash over fire compared to standard test



Join our FDSW webinars, they’re free to attend and open to all

Mon 23 14:00 Andrew Sayer, Lead Assessor FDIS
 Common Issues Surrounding Fire Doors

Tue 24 11:00 Kevin Underwood, BWF Technical Director
 Fire doors in the Grenfell Tower Inquiry Phase 2 Report

Thu 26 11:00 Kevin Underwood, BWF Technical Director
 The draft for public comment of the revised BS 8214

Fri 27 11:00 Ashley Mather, Senior Fire Engineer – NFCC
 Fire doors – a fire service perspective

https://www.firedoorsafetyweek.co.uk/events/ 

https://www.firedoorsafetyweek.co.uk/events/


Daft for Public Comment – BS 8214

BS 8214 Fire-resisting and smoke control doors – Practical considerations concerning 
specification, design and performance in use – Code of practice
BSI Standards Development Portal

https://standardsdevelopment.bsigroup.com/projects/2023-00987#/section

Closing date 28th October

https://standardsdevelopment.bsigroup.com/projects/2023-00987#/section


Thank You

Any Questions?
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